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It’s sad to think  
that nature speaks 
and mankid will  
not listen

“ “

Victor Hugo.
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Fundraising
To coincide with the International Year 
of Sustainable Tourism in 2017, it will be 
possible to support the cause by sponsoring 
one of the 7,650 hectares of Posidonia that 
grow around Formentera. In addition, all events 
held in Formentera in 2017 will contribute to 
the Save Posidonia Project.

Micro-sponsorship
There will also be a micro-sponsorship 
platform to allow individuals, businesses or 
national and international organisations to 
become involved and participate in conserving 
this marine habitat, declared a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site in 1999.

The SaVE POSIdONIa PrOjECT is a pioneering project in the western Mediterranean that 
the Island Council of Formentera is using to promote sustainable tourism and launch 
an action plan to raise funds for the conservation of the Posidonia oceanica sea grass 
species. The aim is to raise awareness of the vital importance of Posidonia to Formentera 
now and for future generations.

WHAT IS THe SAVe POSIDONIA PrOjecT?
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Project contest
The most innovative scientific and 
environmental projects related to the 
conservation of the Posidonia in Formentera 
will be financed from the funds raised 
during the Save Posidonia Project. The 
projects will be evaluated by a nationally and 
internationally renowned technical committee. 

Objective: 
preserve the Posidonia oceanica 
The aim is to involve individuals, businesses 
and national and international organisations 
in raising awareness and taking action to 
conserve what is an essential part of the 
ecosystem of the Balearic Islands. 

Do not wait to 
know what will 
happen if posidonia 
disappears.. 

“ “

WHAT IS THe SAVe POSIDONIA PrOjecT?
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WHY cONSerVe THe 

POSIDONIA 
SeAGrASS 
MeADOWS?
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Posidonia oceanica is a marine plant rather than a type of seaweed. 
It has roots, stems, leaves, fruits and flowers. It grows in meadows at depths of 
up to 40 metres in high quality waters like those around Formentera. It is a spe-
cies endemic to the Mediterranean and in 1999 the meadows in the Ses Salines 
d’Eivissa i Formentera Natural Park were declared World Heritage Sites. 

Ecological value
Posidonia represents one of the island’s most 
important natural treasures as it performs an 
important role in filtering sediments creating 
uniquely clear waters and contributing to the 
quality and oxygenation of the underwater 
ecosystem, providing a food source and 
breeding ground for more than 400 species 
of marine plants and 1000 species of marine 
animals, many of them used in Balearic 
cuisine. additionally, the Posidonia verges on 
the beaches help prevent erosion.

Posidonia Meadows

The Posidonia grows in large meadows that 
cover the sea floor, creating an ecosystem of 
great beauty and making leisure activities such 
as scuba diving and snorkelling possible. We 
can say that the contribution of this species 
both to maintaining the quality of the waters 
and to the economy of the Balearic Islands, is 
essential. 

55.795
hectares  

in the Balearic 
Islands

7.650
hectares in Formentera

76,5
million m2  
requiring to be 
protected in  
Formentera  

ExtEnsion oF  
POSIdONIa MEadOWS
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The protection of Posidonia Meadows 
The project for the Protection of Posidonia Meadows in Sites of 
Community Importance SCI (Natura 2000 Network) in the Balearics 
(LiFE PosiDoniA), run by the Balearic Islands Government, with funding 
from the European Union (EU) began in 2001 and finalised in 2006. 
The general objective of the LIFE POSIdONIa project was to ensure 
the viability and biological richness of the Posidonia meadows in the 
waters around the Balearic Islands. To this end, among other actions, 
environmentally-friendly buoys were installed, to prevent ships 
damaging the Posidonia meadows with their anchoring systems.

another important action of the LIFE POSIdONIa project was the 
creation of a detailed map of all the Posidonia meadows. The tool, 
available on-line, allows the viewer to see the location of the meadows 
and acts as an aid to sailors. It requires updating as the technology is 
now out-of-date. This leads us to the need to create the Posidonia Map, 
which we will discuss later. loss between  

2008 and 2012

• Marine plant 
which forms 
meadows up to 
40 meters of 
depth.

• Endemic 
species of the 
Mediterranean 
Sea declared 
World Human 
Heritage since 
1999.

•  Natural value 
that contributes 
to unique 
transparency, 
quality and 
oxygenation of 
the underwater 
ecosystem.

•  FEEdING aNd 
rEPrOdUCTION 
OF

 + 400 species 
of marine plants 
and + 1.000 
species of 
marine animals

ON POSIDONIA OCEANICA IN FORMENTERA
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The study carried 
out by Oceansnell 
revealed that 
between 2008 and 
2012 the Posidonia 
meadows suffered a 
loss of:

the value of the Posidonia meadows
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This data is all we currently 
have to help us understand 
the aggressions faced by the 
Posidonia. It is clear that we 
need to innovate and studies 
have to be carried out on 
implementing protection 
measures before it is too 
late. The sustainability of 
Formentera and its future 
depends on it.

recently, the Vellmarí 
association, with technical 
support from Oceansnell, 
has launched a project 
called the “Posidonia Map”, 
that involves remapping 
the Posidonia meadows in 
Formentera with the latest 
technology to provide details 
on the size and thickness 
of seagrass meadows. This 
will enable us determine the 
amount of meadows lost since 
2012.

Formentera is the first place 
in the world to use this 
Posidonia meadows scanning 
technology.

All of these factors combine and multiply 

during the summer season when there is 

greater tourist activity.

loss between  
2008 and 2012

Cartography developed by sitiBsA. Government of the Balearic islands (2012).

the Posidonia meadows are threatened by multiple factors

the 
large number 

of boats that drop 
anchor and allow the 
anchors and chains to 

drag along the sea floor.

Marine pollution, 
mainly land-based 

such as sewage 
plant discharges, that 

create murky waters, 
blocking the light 

and endangering the 
especies’ survival.

dumping of bilge 
water (waste water, 

oils, hydrocarbons) 
from different boats 

and ships.

sand mining and 
dredging in ports 
and dykes or quays 

along the coast.

The presence of 
invasive species 

such as the Caulerpa 
taxifolia seaweed, 

which is gaining 
ground on the 

Posidonia.

Fishing practices 
that damage the 

seabed.

The increasingly 
high seawater 

temperature, due to 
climate change.

Photo: Manu san Félix Photo: iMEDEA Photo: Manu san Félix

Photo: Manu San Félix
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cONSerVATION MeASUreS
CURRENTLY IMPLEMENTED IN FORMENTERA

1. Environmentally-friendly mooring fields
To the north of the island, there is an area of 51 environmentally-
friendly buoys in the s’Alga bay in the Espalmador islet and 26 in 
Caló de s’oli. In addition to other actions, the deployment of 77 
environmentally-friendly buoys has meant that boats that visit these 
coves can lay anchor without their equipment damaging the Posidonia 
meadows. the buoys are for small boats (up to 25m) and can be booked 
through http://www.cbbasea.com/landing/index.html, or on channel 
VHF 77. The deployment of the buoys in Formentera has been very well 
accepted by sailors.

2. anchoring patrol and assistance service
In 2013, the Government of the Balearic Islands introduced an anchoring 
patrol and assistance service in the area around Ses Illetes beach, in Ses 
Salines Natural Park. The anchoring patrol role is to provide information 
to and raise awareness among sailors of the importance of anchoring 
on sand and not on the Posidonia meadows. The patrols assist captains 
during anchoring as during the summer season it’s hard to find a spare 
place on the sand.

The patrols also ensure that there is no waste dumping or other 
activities that could affect the water quality. Both small ships and the 
largest yachts in the world want to enjoy the crystal clear waters around 
Formentera.

3.  Increase in the patrol boat fleet for 2017
as a result of the increasing number of pleasure boats anchoring in the 
waters around Formentera, the Government of the Balearic Islands plans 
to increase the fleet of patrol boats in 2017 in the Ibiza and Formentera 
Natural Park.

Photo: Pitiusa de Ecología.  
Patrol assisting a boat in Illetes (2016).
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cONSerVATION MeASUreS WHAT IS SUSTAINABLe 
TOUrISM?

The World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) defines 
sustainable tourism as: “tourism that takes full account of 
its current and future economic, social and environmental 
impacts, addressing the needs of visitors, the industry, the 
environment and host communities”. 

In this respect, Formentera has the ability to assume a 
leadership role as a flagship of sustainable tourism on the 
national stage as well as to occupy an excellent position 
internationally and to thereby promote sustainable 
development. 

Tourist development must be a balance that promotes 
the appropriate use of natural and cultural resources, 
improvements to the quality of life in local communities 
and to their economic success, contributing to the 
development of the area and of the people who live 
there. Today, sustainability is not merely a response 
to demand, but rather a necessity to be able to ensure 
success now and in the future. 
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1| Sponsor square metres  
of Posidonia
The island of Formentera and the islets of 
Espalmador and Espardell are surrounded by 
76.5 million m2 of Posidonia meadows. The aim 
is to protect each square metre at a price of 1 
Euro per square metre. 

an application has been developed for mobile 
devices so that those interested can sponsor as 
many square metres as they wish. Each sponsor 
can choose the area of Posidonia they wish to 
sponsor. 
The name or alias of the donor or donating  
body will be published on the project’s website  
www.saveposidoniaproject.org. 

This application is available for IOS and  
android devices and can be downloaded from:  
apple Store and Play Store.

2| Become an official partner  
of the Save Posidonia Project
Collaborate by offering products, time and 
experience to help promote sustainable 
practices within the activities to improve the 
sustainability of Formentera as a destination. 
Individuals, associations, businesses and 
organisations interested in participating in the 
project can present a proposal via the website 
www.saveposidoniaproject.org. 

On the one hand the project’s official partners 
will be remunerated for their donation to the 
Save Posidonia Project with a promotional space 
on the project’s website as well as visibility for 
their brands during the events planned from the 
12th to the 15th of october 2017. 

On the other hand, the partner will be able to use 
the  Save Posidonia Project registered trademark 
in their own business, organisation or association, 
linking their brand with an environmental initiative.

Use this link to check the calendar for events 
planned on Formentera in 2017 http://www.
formentera.es/beta/es/content/calendario-2017. 
Choose which one you would like to participate  
in and send your collaboration proposal to  
info@saveposidoniaproject.org

save posidonia project
AcTIONS
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3| Publicising the sustainability 
principles adopted for the 
conservation of Posidonia
On the www.saveposidoniaproject.org website, 
there will be a section about sustainable tourism 
practices, where we will publish good practice 
from the official partners and the sustainability 
measures adopted to contribute directly or 
indirectly to the conservation of Posidonia and 
the marine environment. 

the strategies are: 

•  reducing water consumption
•  Improving energy efficiency
•  Managing waste
•  reducing atmospheric emissions
•  Conserving habitats

4| Enjoy the Save Posidonia 
Project merchandise
Environmentally-friendly merchandise will 
be designed with the #saveposidoniaproject 
hashtag and different customisations. The 
products will be made from environmentally-
friendly or recycled materials.

5| Formentera HOrECa special
all HOrECa businesses such as hotels, restaurants 
and cafeterias, including holiday apartments, 
discos and businesses in Formentera can donate a 
proportion of their profits to Save Posidonia Project. 
We recommend different ways by which you can 
participate:
•  Offering merchandise in stores.
•  donating €1 from each restaurant bill.
•  Donating 1% of the profits from “Compra a Casa” 

establishments.
•  Offering space for the QR code on letters, 

which will take the user to the website   
www.saveposidoniaproject.org. 

Each establishment must provide information about 
which model they will use and payment dates. 
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save posidonia project
AcTIONS

GENEraL rEGULaTIONS  
FOr EVENTS
the save Posidonia Festival will be held from 
the 12th to the 15th of October, featuring day-long 
events with a wide range of open-air sporting 
activities, extraordinary cultural events and 
environmental workshops for all ages, all the money 
raised during the festival will go towards the 
project. The Save Posidonia Festival  will conclude 
with the results of the 15th of October campaign.

All events must implement sustainability measures  
that abide by certain basic principles. Before each 
event, the promoter must provide a plan to reduce 
the impact on the environment and respect the 
well-being of people. The basic principles are:

•  Sporting events that include routes through 
protected spaces will inform the participants of 
the area’s special features that are susceptible to 
damage.  

•  Participants and organisers of sporting events will 
avoid damaging the natural environment such as 
the dunes, the sea or dry stone walls.

•  Concerts will minimise the use of lights that 
create a high level of light pollution.

•  trophies awarded in the competitions will be 
made from recycled or reusable materials.

•  Glasses used for cultural events will be reusable 
with a proportion of the cost donated to the Save 
Posidonia Project.

•  Sporting events will minimise the use of 
packaging, providing unpackaged produce instead.

•  Merchandising for the event will be made from 
environmentally-friendly material.

•  The organisers and participants at all events will 
be provided with differentiated waste collection.  

•  all events will be coordinated and authorised 
by the Save Posidonia Festival organisation, in 
accordance with current legislation. In particular, 
authorisations from red Natura 2000 and the 
Coasts of the Balearics demarcation.

28 april  
to 1 May

5th edition Photographic 
Formentera 
Photographic

13 May 9th island of Formentera  
1/2 Maratón 
Sporting

4 to 7 May 5th edition Formentera 2.0
Online  communication

18, 19, 20 
and 21 May

Formentera Film Festival
Cultural

1, 2, 3 and 4  
june

Formentera Jazz Festival
Cultural

28 May  
to 4 june

9th Edition of nB  
Formentera to Run
Sporting

From july to 
September

open-air cinema in differente 
squares
Cultural

16 july Feast of the Virgen del Carmen
Cultural

4 and 5  
august

Festivities of the Land
Cultural

22 and 23 
September

Qué Celeste!
Environmental

27  
September

Worlf tourism Day
Tourist

12 to 15  
October

Formentera Zen
Well-being

12 to 15  
October

safe Posidonia Festival
Environmental

*dates to be 
confirmed

9th Formentera Underwater 
Photography Week
Environmental

Calendar
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CaLL FOr PrOPOSaLS.  
PrOjECT GraNTS
The grant guidelines for the proposal contest  
will be published on the website  
www.saveposidoniaproject.org. 

The technical assessment committee will analyse 
each of the proposals and decide the three 
winning projects following at least one of three 
strategies.

the three strategies are: 
•  Science 
•  raising awareness
•  Environmental management 

TECHNICaL aSSESSMENT 
COMMITTEE
The technical committee will be responsible for 
assessing the projects one by one and awarding 
a score. The analysis parameters will follow 
the principles set down in the objectives for 
Sustainable Tourism in the Balearic Islands 2017. 

Other measures that may promote the 
conservation of the environment will also be 
considered.

•  The balearic Posidonia meadows is the 
largest and long-lived living being in the 
world. It has 8km long and 100.000 years 
old.

•  1 hectare of Posidonia absorbs 1.2 kilos of 
nutrients a year, equivalent to treating the 
sewage of 200 people. 

•  1 hectare of Posidonia produces 100,000 
litres of oxygen a day. 

•  Posidonia acts as a carbon sink because 
1 hectare of Posidonia meadows absorbs 
830 tonnes of carbon compared to the 
around 300 tonnes that a hectare of 
rainforest absorbs. This is almost three 
times that amount, making protecting 
Posidonia a vital element in the fight 
against climate change. 

DID YOU KNOW…?

Photo: Sergio arribas Photo: : Manu San Félix

PRoMotion AnD tRAnsPAREnCY 
oF tHE sAVE PosiDoniA PRoJECt

The project is promoted by the Insular Council of 

Formentera. The amounts raised will be published 

regularly on the website to ensure transparency at all 

times.

More information and donations at: 

www.saveposidoniaproject.org
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INFOrMATION

info@saveposidoniaproject.org

www.saveposidoniaproject.org


